
Given the global pandemic, we at Spoor & Fisher were unable to 
celebrate our centenary in 2020, marking 100 years since the 1920 

establishment of our f irm. 

But we see no reason not to honour an even greater milestone, 101 years of specialising in 

intellectual property, during 2021.

“In year 101 there are about 300 people that make up this incredible f irm, but we realise that we are 
reaping the benef its of the efforts put in by many different people during the past 100 years.  It is a 

legacy that we are proud of, and as custodians of the Spoor & Fisher brand we are determined to 
continue to evolve while remaining true to our core values.  We are also grateful to our loyal clients for 

allowing us to continue onwards on our exciting journey.  Here’s to the next 99 years!” 

Lodewyk Cilliers, Executive Chairman

Refreshed corporate identity

We are delighted to present our 2021 corporate identity, which now incorporates a 

consistent red circle. 

Building on from the red dot that has long characterised the Spoor & Fisher brand, our 

refreshed look and feel acknowledges visually that: 

Centenary+1 celebrations

In line with changing times, our #Spoor101 celebrations will take the form of virtual 

engagements; online webinars; value-adding content; one-on-one client connection; and, of 

course, thought leadership.

 

In our 101st year, we will continue the Spoor & Fisher practice of putting words into action, of 

putting the client in the centre, and of using our expertise to manage, protect and enforce IP.

 

We hope that you will join us on the journey. This is just the f irst step. #Spoor101

• We are entrusted to protect our clients and their

intellectual property. 

• We bring the client into our circle. Moreover, we put the 

client right in the middle. 

• People are our focal point. At the same time, the wider 

opportunity and the macro environment provide 

dominant, and often def ining, context. 

• Professionalism is key, as it has always been, but in our 

f irm there is also an underlying buoyancy – reflecting 

positivity, conf idence, innovation, and optimism. 

www.spoor.com

In 1904, Alfred Leonard Spoor arrived in 

South Africa and enrolled as a patent 

agent. He opened his own practice, AL 

Spoor, in Johannesburg in 1920. Shortly 

before WWII, Leonard Joseph Fisher 

approached Spoor for a job as a technical 

assistant. Two years later, he left for 

Europe to join the Signal Corps, working 

on war-time radar but, when the war was 

over, Fisher re-joined the f irm, which 

changed its name to AL Spoor & Fisher. 

Spoor passed away in 1948. Four years 

later, Fisher established the South African 

Institute of Patent Agents, now the South 

African Institute of Intellectual Property 

Law (SAIIPL) and by 1957 the f irm had 

transformed into one of both patent and 

trade mark attorneys. 

AL Spoor & Fisher began to build global 

relationships from 1960, making trips to 

Japan and the USA. In 1967, the f irm 

became Spoor & Fisher. Within 10 years 

Spoor & Fisher had opened an off ice in 

Jersey, Channel Islands. 

Fisher retired in 1979, but Spoor & Fisher 

continued to grow, expand, and serve 

clients worldwide, ultimately achieving its 

centenary in 2020.
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